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DEVELOPMENTAL DOMAIN 5

Cognitive Development

STANDARDS BENCHMARKS / Example

Approaches 
to Learning
5.0	 Demonstrates 

positive approaches 
to learning

5.0.1	 Engages and sustains attention to age-appropriate tasks
	 Example:

	» Child pays attention and tries to imitate events and effects
	» Child accepts an invitation to participate in an activity and remains involved

5.0.2	 Shows eagerness and curiosity for learning
	 Example:

	» Child participates in playing “Peek-a-Boo”
	» Child enjoys taking things apart

5.0.3	 Identifies, analyzes, and seeks solutions to problems
	 Example:

	» Child seeks ways to obtain items out of reach
	» Child kJ
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 DRAMA 5.1.5	 Responds to dramatic play experiences
	 Example:

	» Child displays emotional responses in dramatic play
	» Child imitates simple actions that he/she has seen adults doing

5.1.6	 Uses props to explore and create enhancement to imaginative play
	 Example:

	» Child uses dress-up clothes to re-enact familiar scenarios
	» Child uses objects in nature for creative play

5.1.7	 Participates in dramatic play to express feelings, dramatize stories, and re-enact real-life experience
	 Example:

	» Child pretends to play house and mimics adults
	» Child role plays a Bible story and exhibits accurate emotional portrayal

5.1.8	 Begins to explore and appreciate history, and various cultures through drama
	 Example:

	» Child role plays a story read by an adult

 MUSIC & MOVEMENT 5.1.9	 Explores new and various music types, rhythm and musical instruments
	 Example:

	» Child selects various musical instruments and/or items to make sounds and rhythms

5.1.10	 Participates in listening, singing, and performing action songs
	 Example:

	» Child listens to music individually or in a group
	» Child imitates the motions to a song

5.1.11	 Begins to explore and appreciate history, and various cultures through music and movement
	 Example:

	» Child plays with instruments from a variety of cultures, such as maracas, rainsticks, etc.
	» Child explores specific movements of cultural songs

5.1.12	 Uses movement and music to express thoughts, feelings, and creativity
	 Example:

	» Child moves around the room expressing various music styles such as marches and glides

 PRACTICAL ARTS 5.1.13	 Begins to enjoy the process of learning to sew, cook, woodwork, garden, etc
	 Example:

	»
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Science
5.3	 Uses scientific 

methods to 
experience physical, 
life, space, and 
earth sciences

5.3.1	 Explores, collects, inquires, predicts, experiments with, makes discoveries, 
and describes results about objects, organisms, and events in the environment

	 Example:
	» Child gathers objects from nature to conduct experiments that will lead to new discoveries
	» Child collects objects and classifies them

5.3.2	 Interacts with objects and materials to investigate and describe their physical properties
	 Example:

	» Child investigates the forms of water (ice, steam, liquid) and makes a prediction

5.3.3	 Discovers characteristics of living and non-living things
	 Example:

	» Child identifies living and non-living things by looking at pictures, objects, etc.
	» Child uses a magnifying glass to investigate living and non-living things, such as, ants, ladybugs, 
rocks, sticks, etc.

5.3.4	 Understands that all living things must be cared for
	 Example:

	» Child participates in growing a plant from a seed
	» Child helps to care for a classroom pet

5.3.5	 Participates in activities to preserve the ecosystem
	 Example:

	» Child helps sort trash for recycling
	» Child helps to clean up the playground

5.3.6	 Explores properties of earth and space
	 Example:

	» Child begins to understand that the earth is round like a ball or a globe
	» Child begins to understand that the sun provides the earth with heat

5.3.7	 Uses senses and simple tools to learn about objects, observe and explore earth, space, 
and natural phenomena

	 Example:
	» Child uses a stick or leaf to pick up and examine an insect
	» Child experiences air currents by blowing on a pinwheel

5.3.8	 Makes use of opportunities and materials for discussing scientific notions
	 Example:

	» Child explains what will happen when various objects are placed in water (floating or sinking)
	» Child analyzes what took place when something unexpected happened (curtain moves with the breeze)
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Social 
Studies:
5.4	 Develops an 

appreciation of 
self and others 
in relationship 
to social 
systems, places, 
economics, civic 
responsibilities, 
and events

5.4.1	 Develops an awareness, and sense of belonging and acceptance as a family, classroom, and community
	 Example:

	» Child demonstrates positive social behaviors while in a group
	» Child recognizes and greets a familiar person outside his/her family group 

 5.4.2	 Recognizes and appreciates the relationship between people of various ages, genders, abilities, 
cultures, and ethnicity, through varied experiences and materials

	 Example:
	» Child participates in events such as grandparent’s day or international food fairs
	» Child demonstrates interest in meeting people and hearing stories from various cultures

5.4.3	 Understands physical features and characteristics of geography
	 Example:

	» Child recognizes different land formations (mountains, oceans, beaches, etc.)
	» Child matches different types of houses and clothing to various environments

5.4.4	 Develops an awareness of the relationship between people, places, and regions
	 Example:

	» Child identifies other cities or countries where families or friends live
	» Child understands that sometimes different places have different foods and customs

5.4.5	
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Technology:
5.5	 Begins to develop 

an awareness of 
different forms 
of technology 
and media

5.5.1	 Begins to understand how different forms of technology and media help people
	 Example:

	» Child uses an object to pretend he/she is making a video call
	» Child plays with a calculator or cash register during dramatic play

5.5.2	 Begins to use appropriately and independently different forms of technology relevant to the young child
	 Example:

	» Child uses headphones in the listening center
	» Child manipulates a mouse for the computer

5.5.3	 Begins to appreciate how technology can enrich classroom learning experiences
	 Example:

	» Child listens to a story or music on a device
	» Child participates with the teacher in an interactive lesson (e.g., touch pad)
	» Child is recorded telling his/her favorite story or family event




